Colorado State Slate of Officers for 2019-2021
[image: image1.png]


Mrs. Leila Koenig

President

I have been a member of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International for more than 25 years.  I have been blessed to be a member of two outstanding chapters, Kappa Beta in Texas and Chi in Colorado.  DKG has given me many opportunities for personal and professional growth and supported those efforts with several scholarships.  The friendships I have made are very precious to me.  

Delta Kappa Gamma has helped me feel valued as a woman, a professional, and as an educator.  Accomplishing our mission we make a profound difference in our communities, state, nation and globally. I am in awe of the founders and the leaders who have made this organization available to me.  

Now, I feel it is my responsibility to step up and continue the legacy.  It would be my honor to serve as Omega State President for the 2019-2021 biennium.
Leila received a BS in Vocational Home Economics Education from Colorado State University in 1972 and an MS in Human Sciences from Texas A & M University in Kingsville, Texas in 1997.

Mrs. Koenig has taught Home Economics and Family & Consumer Sciences throughout her career.  Her teaching experiences have been in Kansas, Texas and Colorado.

Leila received the Omega State Award in 2013. She served as Omega State Corresponding Secretary in the 2009-2011 biennium.  She has also served as member of the Community and World Connections Committee.  In Chi chapter Leila has served as President and as Chairman and member on most committees.  In 2007 Leila coordinated the Omega State Convention in Montrose.  She has attended state, regional and international conventions across the USA from Spokane to Nashville.

In her community, Leila is active in Bags of Love.  She has “adopted” a Teacher from an elementary school in Delta, Colorado and has mentored a Family & Consumer Teacher at Centennial Middle School in Montrose.  In addition she has taught sewing for 6-8th 

graders for 21st Century after school program in Montrose and has worked as a fund raiser for the Chi Chapter Grant-in-aide project.


Mrs. Suzanne Foster
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1st Vice President

I have been asked to serve on the Omega State Executive Committee  for the past two bienniums.  I have been happy and comfortable with my work in Music/Arts/Humanities Education and politely declined.  A former colleague, Phyllis Finlay, has convinced me that it is time to move from my position of comfort to the next level.  My energy, management skills and positive approach to challenges will serve Omega State well.  I welcome the challenge.

I have always wanted to be an educator; I started my teaching career in North Dakota with six years in public school, three years as a graduate teaching assistant and fellow and three years in a parochial high school, I moved to Colorado. I was hired by Eagle County Schools where I was active as a teacher association member, president and teacher advocate. I was initiated into Alpha Chi in 1992, and served at the Chapter level as Secretary, Treasurer, President, and Co-President over the 24 years that I taught at Battle Mountain High School. I attended the DKG Board meetings and became a member of the Music Committee and, for the last 5 1/2 years, I have been the Chair of the Music, Arts and Humanities Education Team. I feel that every endeavor I have undertaken has been successful due to the support and help of others, and I also feel that moving to a position on the Executive Board of Colorado State DKG is a good and timely move for me.
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Dr. Maxine Fawcett-Yeske

Second Vice President – Second Term
I am excited about the opportunity to serve Delta Kappa Gamma at the Omega State level as the Second Vice President.  I believe in giving back to the community that nurtures and inspires me, and Delta Kappa Gamma has done that for me for more than ten years now.  I have served two bienniums as President of the Eta Chapter.   Members of the chapter have said that I have “breathed new life into our chapter out of sheer will and enthusiasm.”  I suggest, however, that I have sparked enthusiasm in our members and together, we’ve been recapturing the spirit of our chapter.  I hope my enthusiasm and leadership can help us find ways to strengthen and grow DKG at the state level and beyond.

Maxine has a BS in Music, a Masters in Music Education, a Ph.D. in Music History and is currently working on a Masters in Arts in History.  Currently she is employed at the United States Air Force Academy as Director of First-Year Programs, Academic Advisor, and Professor of History and Music.
As a member of Eta Chapter Maxine has served as Chapter President and Vice President  She has led Communication and Publicity Committee and has also served on the Membership Committee and the Community and World Connections Committee.

Dr Fawcett-Yeske is a member of numerous professional organizations such as the American Musicological Society, The College Music Society, and The Society for American Music.  Also, she serves as the Officer-in-Charge for the Cadet Native American Heritage Club at the United States Air Force Academy. She is an elected member of the Faculty Senate at the Air Force Academy.  In her community, she sings in the Celebration Multicultural Ensemble—a group that specializes in African American spirituals and gospel music, and her most recent volunteer work has been with One Nation Walking Together—a non-profit organization that provides food, clothing, and furniture to Native American communities in a seven-state region.
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Miss Mary Lauck 
Recording Secretary 
With my background as an English and journalism teacher, I believe I have the ability and skills to be an effective recording secretary for Colorado Delta Kappa Gamma. I understand the importance of complete and accurate records of business meetings. It is also important, as an officer, to be part of the leadership team for the benefit of all the chapters and individual members of Delta Kappa Gamma in Colorado. When I take on an office or volunteer job, I take the responsibility seriously and endeavor to do the best work I can do. 

A Colorado native, Mary Lauck was raised in Wiggins, Colorado on a farm. She is the granddaughter of German from Russia Immigrants to the United States in the early 1900s and the daughter of first‑generation Americans, none of whom were high school graduates, but all of whom cared deeply about education. This family background and the excellent teachers she had as a student in the Wiggins public schools influenced her decision to become a high school English teacher. She earned both a B.A. and M.A. from the University of Northern Colorado in Greeley. In addition to teaching English at Platte Valley High School in Kersey, Mary also took on the responsibilities of teaching journalism and advising both the bi-monthly school magazine and the annual school yearbook. In 2010 she was honored as the Colorado State Journalism Adviser of the Year and was also given a Lifetime Achievement Award at the Journalism Education Association Convention.
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Mrs. Michelle Miller

Recording Secretary

As a detailed, organized individual I have always taken notes at meetings (which is why I’ve served as secretary in different organizations and committees).  As I am now retired from full-time educational work, I feel compelled to use my strengths and skill set to give back to the organizations and communities that have been significant and important in my life.  As a Delta Kappa Gamma member, I feel a move to the executive board allows options for different state, regional, and/or international service in the future.  I would be honored to serve as Omega’s (Colorado’s) State Recording Secretary.

My educational service has allowed me to teach in five states and two foreign countries in a wide variety of positions. I received my Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education with a Reading Endorsement in 1982 from Oregon State University. I taught elementary students (pre-school – grade 6) for several years. When our son was born, I ended up working part-time teaching the GED program to incarcerated men who had earned the privilege to continue their education. After a couple of moves and our daughter’s birth, I taught in a Title One School and was their reading teacher. This position evolved over the years and I became a lead teacher (of nine other staff) of a school-within-a- school program to help students make rapid gains in reading, writing, and math. During my time in this position, I earned my Master’s in Education with an emphasis on Curriculum and Instruction – primarily literacy. Another physical moved allowed me the opportunity to teach another eleven years as a middle school English and American Studies teacher. After our children were settled into their college years, my husband (also a teacher) and I decided to teach abroad. I was hired as a literacy coach and spent the remainder of my paid professional career helping teachers hone their literacy practice in the classroom. 

I became a member of DKG after an invite from my husband’s grandmother after being awarded “Teacher of the Year” in our small community. (This was when you still had to prove your excellence in the profession to be invited to join.). As a mother with two growing children, I was active in my chapter and all activities, but decided not to hold an office or become involved at the regional or state level (other than attending conferences). While overseas, DKG was not an option locally, so I stayed active with my “state-side” chapter and participated mainly through financial contributions and attending meetings during our holidays. Now that I have retired from full-time paid educational service, I have time to give-back to the organizations I have so valued. 

Currently, I work part time (to maintain health benefits) and participate in different volunteering endeavors. I have begun a partnership with my local neighborhood school to be a volunteer literacy consultant. This includes helping teachers collect data, modeling best practices, helping gather resources, and providing support and guidance in terms of lesson and unit planning. I limit my hours (as this is a volunteer position, but love being involved in the school environment). I am also very involved at our church (serve as treasurer and serve on other committees). I work at the local animal shelter once a month – cleaning cages. I help out with trail maintenance and water clean-up crews (although, I will admit I only do this during fair weather). I support our local community groups (scouts, food drives, Salvation Army, Firefighters, and the like by participating in drives, raffles, etc.) 
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Mrs. Kerry Tripp

Corresponding Secretary -  Second Term

When I became a member of Alpha Delta Chapter in 1988, I was so honored to be a part of a society that included so many women I had known as mentor, colleague, administrator and friend.  I had admired these women for years while teaching in the Cherry Creek school district.  PLUS, I was introduced to equally remarkable and talented women from Englewood, Littleton and Sheridan.  This group holds a special place in my heart for its kindness, support, humor, caring and dedication to educating children and holding the bar high to be a strong and positive influence as a teacher.  When I reflect on these past moments, I smile happily remembering the relationships, hard work and learning that the chapter provided me.
Becoming a member of the Nominations Committee in 2011 opened another door of the Delta Kappa Gamma world to me.  Expanding my awareness and experiences to the women from around the state had been good for me as a person and a member.  Learning about the amazing programs that are occurring around the state was exciting and honestly, ideas that I have pinched and taken back to my chapter.  This is a group that is making a difference for kids and teachers in so many ways and it is such a good feeling to be a part of it.

DKG has been good to me and for me.  Giving back to the society by working with the women who will lead the two years builds on my desire to see our organization grow and welcome, engage and support women educators.

Mrs. Tripp is a retired teacher from the Cherry Creek School District where she taught elementary/intermediate students for 31 years.  She received her Bachelors degree from Colorado State College and her Masters from Colorado University.

As a member of Alpha Delta chapter, Kerry has served as president, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President and chair for the Membership Committee.  At the state level she had served on the Personal and Professional Pride Committee, the Expansion Committee, the Membership Committee and Nominations Committee as both a member and chair.

In the community, Kerry is active in the Retired Employees of Cherry Creek School District, as a member, fundraising chair and secretary.  She is also a member of the Cherry Creek Teacher Awards Committee and Spellbinders in both Cherry Creek and Littleton districts.
